BELIEVE – 
THAT YOU MAY HAVE LIFE
9.  Beliefs Result in Behavior
Scripture:
John 11:45 – 12:50
Theme:
The response to Jesus will be either hot or cold, but seldom neutral.
INTRODUCTION

About thirty years ago a British scholar published a book entitled: The Passover Plot. The theory he set forth was that behind the entire Christian gospel message lay a clever, deceptive plot:  Jesus actually planned his own arrest, crucifixion and faked his resurrection.  The author claimed that Jesus arranged to be drugged on the cross to give the appearance of death, then later he was safely placed in a tomb where he could revive and escape from the grave – only to deceive his gullible disciples.
As critics reacted to the bold and outlandish claims they noted that the author manipulated, ignored, and recreated the evidence to support his misguided theory.  Even though the author’s theory is incredible, there is one point in which he is correct.  Indeed, there was a ‘Passover Plot.’  However, instead of being instigated by Jesus, it was engineered by Jewish priests and Pharisees.

In this study we will see two contrasting scenes.  One is a Passover plot contrived by Christ’s enemies, while the other is a Passover preparation displayed by those who loved Him.  Then the scene shifts to the events in the city of Jerusalem as Jesus enters amid the cheers of the crowds, riding on a donkey.
Sadly, the enthusiastic popularity of Jesus was rooted in the spectacular sign of the raising of Lazarus, not in true faith.  Soon the crowds that had just cheered Him as their King, showed the shallowness of their allegiance.  They were unwilling to submit themselves to Jesus and the Son of God.  The Apostle John writes, “Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous signs in their presence, they still would not believe in Him.”
As this twelfth chapter closes, the real Passover plot begins to thicken:
I.  The Passover Plot  
   
John 11:45-57
1. What response does the miracle with Lazarus produce?  Jn. 11:45
· Why do you think some of the people went to the Pharisees with the news?              Jn. 11:46-47
2. What are the underlying concerns of these religious leaders?   Jn. 11:48
3. How does Caiaphas propose to solve the “Jesus problem?”  
        Jn. 11:49-50
· How does the Apostle John explain the high priest’s statement?  Jn. 11:51-53
4. How does Jesus respond to this new situation?  
5. As you reflect on this descriptive scene, how would you explain the fact that the people who witnessed the same miracle responded in two totally different ways?
II.  The Passover Preparations
 
John 12:1-11
Six days before the Passover, Jesus returned to Bethany where He stayed in the home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus.

1. Why do you think Jesus chose to return to the home of Lazarus?
· If you were Lazarus, what would you want to talk about with Jesus?  Jn. 12:2

2. During this dinner party, what does Mary choose to do?   Jn. 12:3
· How do you respond to her extravagance?
3. How does Judas react to her action?   Jn. 12:4-5
· What do you see is the basic difference between Mary’s attitude to Jesus and that of Judas?   Jn. 12:6

4. What is Jesus’ intent in John 12:7-8 and how can verse 8 be taken out of context?
· How does Jesus view Mary’s action in His behalf?

5. In what way is the “Passover Plot” beginning to thicken?   Jn. 12:9-11
III.  The Passover Proclamation 
  
John 12:12-50
1. Read John 12:12-19 and describe the events of the scene.  Why all the excitement?
· The passage shows a very different change in Jesus’ behavior.  How so?    Matt. 16:20; Mk. 5:43; 9:9; Jn. 6:15
2.
What do the shouts of the crowd tell us about the people’s expectation of Jesus?            Jn. 12:12-15
· Why did Jesus ride on a lowly donkey?  Zech. 9:9

3. Identify two groups of people who attended Jesus’ ride into Jerusalem.  What were the motives for their attitudes toward Jesus?   Jn. 12:17-19
4. How do Christ’s statements about His mission clash with the crowd’s expectations?      Jn. 12:23-24
· Explain Jesus’ parable in John 12:24

· What is Jesus calling His disciples to do?  Jn. 12:25-26

5. Jesus makes it clear that He is about to die.  According to John 12:23-33, what will His death accomplish?  Jn. 12:23-24, 28, 31-32
· How did Jesus answer the question of the Greeks in John 12:20-21?  Jn. 12:23, 32, 45

6. As you read John 12:37-43, remember that John is writing this many years after the event, drawing on the Spirit’s insight.  What is John’s concluding statement about the people’s response to Jesus and how does He explain it?
· What is John implying about Jesus in John 12:41?  Isa. 6:1, 3; 42:8; Jn. 8:56, 58

7. John 12:44-50 contain the summary of Jesus’ claims.  What does Jesus say is the seriousness of rejecting Him? 

· How is it that Jesus’ words can either judge a person, or lead to eternal life?

APPLICATION
1.  Reflecting on your own belief in Jesus, have you developed a confidence and conviction that He is who He claims to be?
2.  If someone came to you with the question, “Sir, (madam) we would like to see Jesus!”  What would you tell them?  What would they see in your life that reflects His presence?
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